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This interactive teacher training methodology workshop targets both pre- and
in-service educators of young learners in the field of English as a Foreign
Language (EFL). It aims to encourage teachers to utilise shorter genres of
children’s literature, which include classic to contemporary songs, rhymes,
poems, tongue twisters, chants, riddles, jokes, playful movement and dance
activities, as well as traditional and party games. These literature pieces can
serve as powerful tools in holistic development, nurturing linguistic, cognitive,
physical, social, emotional, cultural, psychological, and creative growth in
children. Children’s literature has the potential to enhance students’ language
skills and competences while also broadening their understanding of the world
around them. The workshop offers practical ideas for creating motivating and
enjoyable EFL lessons for young learners.

ABSTRACT



TEYL and CLIL Teacher Education at ELTE TÓK
CONTEXT



WOOCLAP:
WARMER



https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/listen-watch/songs/feelings-are-feelings

FEELINGS ARE FEELINGS – ALL FEELINGS ARE WELCOME J



WOOCLAP: We started brainstorming some benefits... Why use children’s literature? Collect more ideas J



GUESS THE CHL PIECES J

ACTIVATING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE



GUESS 
THE CHL PIECES J



Tongue Twisters

• The big bug bit the little beetle, but the little 
beetle bit the big bug back.

• Whether the weather is warm, whether the 
weather is hot, we have to put up with the 
weather, whether we like it or not.

• I can think of six thin things, but I can think of six 
thick things too.

PRONUNCIATION AND FUN



FLUENCY ABD FUN



https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/fun-games/tongue-twisters



CONTEMPORARY POEMS FOR THE VERY YOUNG





Grandma is navy blue.
She is a comfy cushion. 
Grandma is a soft whisper.
She is a path through a winter wood.
Grandma is a warm scarf.
She is a cup of tea by the fire.
Grandma is a sleeping cat.
She is autumn sunshine.

GRANDMA IS… 
SHE IS…

Grandma 



Who is afraid?

Do I have to go haunting tonight? 
The children might give me a …. .
It’s dark in that house.
I might meet a … .
Do I have to go haunting tonight?

I don’t like the way they scream out, 
When they see me drifting … .
I’d much rather stay here, 
Where there’s nothing to … .
Do I have to go haunting tonight?

‘POINT OF VIEW’





NONSENSE RHYMES



I Have a Little Frog 
His name is Tiny Tim 
I put him in the bathtub 
To see if he could swim.

Fuzzy Wuzzy was a bear, 
Fuzzy Wuzzy had no hair, 
Fuzzy Wuzzy wasn't very 
fuzzy, 
Was he?

The Man in the 
Wilderness 
Asked me 
How many 
strawberries 
Grow in the sea?
I answered him 
As I thought 
good, 
As many as red 
herrings 
Grow in the 
wood.



Boa Constrictor 
by Shel Silverstein 
Oh, I'm being eaten 
By a boa constrictor, 
A boa constrictor,
A boa constrictor, 
I'm being eaten by a 
boa constrictor, 
And I don't like it —
one bit.

The Pobble Who Has No 
Toes - by Edward Lear 
The Pobble who has no toes 
Had once as many as we; 
When they said, 
"Some day you may lose 
them all;”
He replied, 
"Fish fiddle de-dee!"

The Owl and the Pussy-Cat 
by Edward Lear 
The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea 
In a beautiful pea-green boat. 
They took some honey, and plenty of money, 
Wrapped up in a five-pound note.

Eletelephony 
by Laura E. Richards 
Once there was an 
elephant, 
Who tried to use the 
telephant 
— No! No! I mean an 
elephone 
Who tried to use the 
telephone —



From Kovács & Trentinné: Task-based Reader…

LIMERICKS

RHYMING PATTERN: AABBA



Ring a Ring o Roses, or Ring Around the Rosie, may be about the 1665 
Great Plague of London. The bubonic plague killed 15% of Britain’s 
population, hence “atishoo, atishoo, we all fall down (dead).”

CLASSIC 
CHILDREN’S 
SONGS AND 
RHYMES

WITH A TWIST



Baa Baa Black Sheep is about the 
medieval wool tax, imposed in the 13th 
Century by King Edward I. Under the 
new rules, a third of the cost of a sack 
of wool went to him, another went to the 
church and the last to the farmer. 

Black wool – negative or positive
Rewritten: None for the little boy... 
Modern controversies (PC)

Yes, sir, yes, sir, 
Three bags full…



INTERESTING FACT

From Kovács & Trentinné: Task-based Reader…



THIS MORNING MY DAD …

POEM COMPLETION (1)



THIS MORNING MY DAD 
SHOUTED...

POEM COMPLETION (2)



This morning my dad shouted.
This morning my dad swore.
There was water through the ceiling. 
There was water on the floor.
There was water on the carpet.
There was water down the stairs.
The kitchen stools were floating
So were the dining chairs.

This morning I’ve been crying.
Dad make me so upset… 

This morning my dad shouted



CLIL INTEGRATION



As I was going to St Ives,
I met a man with seven wives,
Each wife had seven sacks,
Each sack had seven cats,
Each cat had seven kits.
Kits, cats, sacks, and wives,
How many were going to St Ives?

Onlyone, thenarratorvs. 2,802: thenarrator, theman and hissevenwives, 49 sacks, 343 cats, and 2,401 kits.
RIDDLE

SOLUTION:



HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT 

POEM REWRITING

From Kovács & Trentinné: Task-based Reader…



At the ZOO

(A.A. MILNE)



Andy Rouse, Miss Owl’s Tales

DRAMA ACTIVITY

From Kovács & Trentinné: Task-based Reader…

THE POWER OF SINGING



From Kovács & Trentinné: Task-based Reader…

ACTIVITIES TO DO WITH SONGS



USEFUL WEBSITE



USEFUL WEBSITE





https://allpoetry.com

Shepard, E. H. - Illustration to page 3 of Winnie-the-Pooh (1926) by artist E. H. Shepard. Scan from Bibliodyssey, PD-US, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=34771447

A.A. Milne & E.H Shepard, When We Were Very Young, 1924, Winnie the Pooh, 1926

https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20150610-the-dark-side-of-nursery-
rhymes, Clemeny Burton-Hill, 11 June, 2015

"Baa, Baa, Black Sheep." Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 30 May 2024, 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baa,_Baa,_Black_Sheep. Accessed 23 Jun. 2024.

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/listen-watch/songs

Images: Microsoft Bing (mirror and child, expression mirror faces)

Ken Nesbitt: Poetry 4 Kids, https: www.poetry4kids.com

https://poetryminute.org/

Edison, Thomas: Mary had a little lamb. https://archive.org/details/EDIS-SCD-02

Foster, J.: You Little Monkey! And other poems for young children – illustrations by Lewis, J.

British Council’s website: tongue twisters: https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/fun-games/tongue-twisters
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